
Abi Abuedo is one of Bahay Tuluyan's staff
members at Laguna. Since March, she has been
leading home schooling for 29 children. The
children are aged between 6 and 19 years of
age.

Abi has been working with BT since 2017 on
various programs. She runs tutorials, prepares
activities, conducts training for facilitators and
whatever else is required! In normal times, Abi is
based at the Manila Drop In Centre. This centre
isn't operating during the pandemic, so Abi has
relocated to Laguna.

Abi first became involved with Bahay Tuluyan's
Mobile Unit Van with the Street Education
program. She was invited to be one of the youth
facilitators in 2008 and had so much fun that she
continued her involvement with Bahay Tuluyan.
She was selected to be a scholar. She is proud of
her success in graduating college as a teacher
and passing the Licensure Exam in 2018. She is
yet to get a teaching job as she has been so busy
at Bahay Tuluyan.

With her positive attitude, she simply describes
running an extensive home learning program as
'quite challenging'. Some of the challenges 

include the lack of resources (computers,
modules and manpower), unmotivated
children, time pressures and the spread of
academic ability across the group.

Some of the strategies the team have
employed included gathering the children into
year levels and setting a clear schedule. They
work to understand the children's interests and
use these to engage them in the learning. As
incentives, the children are rewarded with
tokens, being able to watch a film and, one
many parents can concur with during remote
learning in Australia, 'providing snacks'.

Abi is concerned about the widespread loss of
jobs and income for the communities near
Bahay Tuluyan. Some street children were
forced into uncomfortable and crowded
quarantine. Many of Bahay Tuluyan's outreach
programs were forced to stop - including the
Street Education and Drop In Centre - meaning
vulnerable children weren't being assisted.

Abi, thank you for your dedication, passion and
resilience during these challenging times. The
teams at Bahay Tuluyan have taken on
unprecedented challenges and continue to be
a lifeline to vulnerable children. We are so
grateful!
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Laguna is the site of one of Bahay Tuluyan's
three centres in the Philippines. It primarily

cares for girls and young children who require
longer term care. It has a number of houses,

each led by a 'house mother' to create a family-
like atmosphere for the children.

On another note, a raffle
was drawn for all our

December donors. The
Watson family won a

beautiful Christmas cake
donated by Marlene Horan.

Thanks to all our donors
who help keep Abi and the

team going.


