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Bahay Tuluyan is a children’s rights organization working to prevent and respond

to abuse and violence against children

Bahay Tuluyan continues to work 

extremely hard to grow enough food 

to feed the children it works with 

and to generate income for 

sustainability.

After three decades of working with 

children in the Philippines, Bahay 

Tuluyan celebrated its 30th

anniversary on 10 October 2018.   

Bahay Tuluyan is very excited to 

announce a new partnership with 

EMpower Foundation to develop and 

strengthen our Independent Living 

Skills Program (ILSP).  

The key issues that the children 

highlighted which make their lives 

harder on the street are:

• Forced rescue by the government

• Discrimination and stigma

• Substance abuse and gangs

• Unemployment and lack of 

education

• Lack of support from government

• Police violence

The recommendations included free 

education, safe communities and 

decent employment for their parents.  

On 12 April, which is International 

Day for Street Children, the children 

will deliver their statement to various 

Philippine government agencies.

On 16 – 18 February 2018 Bahay 

Tuluyan convened a group of 57 

‘children and youth with street 

connections’ for its 2nd Street 

Children’s Congress.  The children 

aged 13 – 19 years old spent three 

days sharing their stories, discussing 

issues and developing a list of 

recommendations for improving the 

situation of children in street 

situations.
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The Congress, which was largely led 

by the youth leaders of Bahay 

Tuluyan, was an event that was at 

times both exuberant and sobering.  

The experiences shared by the 

children and youth present were at 

times extremely raw, revealing the 

extent that they feel that their lives 

are constantly in the balance.    One 

child mentioned how when you sleep 

on the street, you don’t know if you 

will wake up.

For many of them who have known 

people being killed on the street, this 

was not a flippant comment.  At 

other times, being exposed to the 

natural green environment of Bahay 

Tuluyan’s center in Quezon, a host 

of supportive friends, staff and co-

participants and the exhilaration of 

singing and dancing by the bonfire 

made the street seem a very long way 

away. 

The Street Children’s Congress was 

part of the project ‘Strengthening 

Children’s Rights Protection at the 

Grassroots’ which is funded by the 

Australian Government through the 

Direct Aid Program (DAP) 

administered by the Australian 

Embassy in the Philippines.  The 

Street Children’s Congress was also 

supported through the PACE 

International program of Macquarie 

University of Sydney, Australia.

Over the past several months there 

have been some positive 

developments including:

• The commencement of ‘rice-duck 

farming’ wherein ducklings help 

us in the important jobs of 

weeding and pest control

• Significant growth of our pig 

farming business – we now have 

a total of more than 150 pigs and 

currently have 25 pregnant sows

• Donation of additional farming 

land in Tiaong, Quezon to Bahay 

Tuluyan by the Alday Family 

• Increase in the number of farm 

training sessions we have been 

able to host at our farms

• Progress towards being able to 

offer government accredited 

vocational agricultural training 

at our farms

We are always willing to welcome 

volunteers who are interested in 

helping us to enhance our farming 

activities and produce healthy, 

sustainable food for the children we 

work with. 
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Participants, volunteers, and staff gathered for a final photo op 

as the Street Children’s Congress came to an end

Bahay Tuluyan’s ducks free to roam 

around

“Despite all the 

hardships we 

have faced, we 

are resilient”



While last-minute rain put a hold the 

plans to celebrate on the rooftop, it 

didn’t dampen the spirits of the more 

than 300 people who gathered to 

share the occasion.    The day 

brought together people who had 

been involved in Bahay Tuluyan as 

children, youth, volunteers, 

supporters, friends and trustees to 

share the stories of our journey 

A highlight was the sharing provided 

by the children of Bahay Tuluyan, 

both past and present, through 

testimonials, spoken word poetry and 

theatre.  The many children gathered 

enjoyed playing games and playing 

on the jumping castle. 

A legacy wall acknowledging all of 

Bahay Tuluyan’s supporters for the 

past 30 years was unveiled and the 

book ‘Three Decades of Hope and 

Resilience: A story of Bahay 

Tuluyan’s history working with 

Filipino children’ was launched, 

complete with book-signing by many 

of those featured in the book. Limited 

copies of this book are available for 

sale – please contact us at 

info@bahaytulyan.org

Getting up at 4am to cook eggs and 

rice for breakfast has become a 

regular and normal event in the lives 

of our three German volunteers 

Lydia, Svea and Fabio.  Placed with 

Bahay Tuluyan through the 

organization ‘Social Services 

International’, the volunteers are 

supported by the German 

government for a 12-month 

placement to enable them to deepen 

their education, in particular in a 

cross-cultural context. 

For Fabio, the idea that he would 

become so knowledgeable about 

organic black rice-farming was a 

“surprising but unbelievably pleasing 

experience”.  Six months in he is a 

valued and important part of the 

farming team in Quezon in what he 

considers a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity.    Svea, found it 

incredible to watch children 

overcome shyness to share their 

opinions at the recent Street 

Children’s Congress held by Bahay 

Tuluyan.  For Lydia the time she has 

spent with the children and the 

smiles they share when they see her 

have been the most important thing 

about her placement so far. 

Bahay Tuluyan values volunteers 

who can contribute to the work of 

the organization in ethical and child-

safe ways.  The contribution that 

Lydia, Svea and Fabio have made so 

far has been truly invaluable as they 

have worked closely with local staff 

to enhance Bahay Tuluyan’s capacity 

to do the work it needs to do. 

Lydia, Svea and Fabio

Despite children’s rights being 

officially recognised by the UN 

nearly 30 years ago, street children 

had never been officially recognised 

by the UN until June 2017 when the 

Committee on the Rights of the Child 

released its General Comment No. 21.  

This document relating to ‘Children 

in Street Situations’ aims to provide 

assistance to governments in 

understanding their obligations to 

children for whom the street plays a 

vital role.   Developed after extensive 

consultation with children and 

groups working with them, the 

General Comment also specifically 

aims to ‘change the story’ of children 

in street situations, recognising them 

as rights-holders and as deserving of 

dignity and support. 

and workshops and also becoming a 

core member of the newly re-formed 

National Network on Street Children, 

an inter-agency body involving 

national government agencies and 

civil society.  We are hopeful that the 

General Comment will provide a solid 

framework to allow positive policy 

and program change for children in 

street situations in the Philippines.
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Fabio, Svea & Lydia 

Bahay Tuluyan 

has been leading 

the process of 

popularizing and 

implementing the 

General Comment 

in the Philippines, 

actively 

organizing 

dialogues 



As this newsletter goes to print the 

Philippines enters its 21st month of 

the Duterte Presidency.  During that 

time it is estimated that more than 

20,000 people have been killed as 

part of the administration’s highly 

controversial ‘War on Drugs’ which 

has been called a war on the poor.   

More than 3,000 of these people have 

been killed as part of police 

operations, including several 

connected to Bahay Tuluyan. 

Bahay Tuluyan continues to work in 

partnership with networks and 

organizations from a variety of 

sectors to counter the threats to 

human rights and democracy.  To 

help people understand the 

complexities of the drug issue and 

the impact of poverty a group of 

Bahay Tuluyan’s youth, through 

their advocacy group PILAK, will 

launch a school theatre tour in 

March.    We continue to stand 

strongly against the continuing 

attacks on human rights in the 

Philippines and call on others to 

stand with us in this fight.

In the same period there have been 

serious threats to free press and 

human rights.   Mindanao, in the 

southern Philippines, remains under 

martial law and there are attempts to 

implement a nationwide curfew for 

children.  One of Duterte’s most 

vocal critics, Senator Leila de Lima, 

remains in detention one year after 

she was arrested on trumped up 

charges.   In a positive development 

the International Criminal Court 

recently announced that it would be 

conducting a preliminary 

examination of evidence that Duterte 

is involved in crimes against 

humanity. 

The second half of 2017 was a 

difficult one for many families that 

Bahay Tuluyan works with as two 

communities were razed by fires in 

Tondo and Dakota, Manila.   Later in 

the year a small electrical fire broke 

out in Bahay Tuluyan’s kitchen in 

Laguna and gutted one room before it 

was put out by BT staff.   In the 

aftermath of each of these events we 

were extremely grateful to have the 

full support of so many of our 

friends and supporters. 

We were able to provide immediate 

shelter and material assistance to 

more than 100 families in Manila, 

providing many of them with direct 

cash assistance to help them rebuild 

or relocate.  Repairs to our kitchen 

and upgrading of our electrical safety 

systems is close to being completed.   

Bahay Tuluyan supporting the 

campaign to stop killings

William remains strong, cleaning up 

what’s left of their house



On 1 January 2018, Bahay Tuluyan

started operating under a new three-

year strategic plan.  This plan, which 

was produced during 2017 after 

consultations with children, youth, 

staff and Trustees of Bahay 

Tuluyan, aims to position Bahay 

Tuluyan to be able to achieve its 

mission of preventing and 

responding to abuse and violence 

against children.  It works on a 

‘theory of change’ that to achieve its 

mission Bahay Tuluyan needs to 

enable resilient children, empowered 

youth, safe families and child 

friendly communities. 

The plan’s overall strategic goal is to 

achieve reduced violence and abuse 

against children and it aims to do 

this through its 4 strategic goals:

1. Enable at least 80% of children 

and youth involved in Bahay 

Tuluyan programs to develop 

increased resilience;

2. Assist children to live in safe 

family environments and help 

families stay together;

3. Enable systemic change by 

engaging duty-bearers and 

actively promoting children’s 

rights locally, nationally and 

internationally; and

4. Be ethical, humane, socially 

responsible, culturally sensitive, 

environment friendly and self-

fund at least 30% of our 

operational expenses through 

social enterprise.  

Under the new plan, Bahay 

Tuluyan’s 11 programs are clustered 

under four focus areas – children, 

youth, families and communities.   

We believe that this new plan will 

help ensure that we stay focused on 

providing quality, rights-based 

support to ensure sustainable results 

in our work towards a child-friendly 

world. 

Staff and volunteers engaged in strategic 

planning workshop facilitated by BT’s 

Deputy Director, Cath

Insufficient education is one of the 

most common reasons that the youth 

at Bahay Tuluyan cannot find decent 

employment.  Giving these youth a 

chance to go to college is a chance to 

break the cycle of poverty for good.

Bahay Tuluyan is currently 

supporting 16 young people to 

undertake tertiary education with four 

due to graduate in the coming months.  

Many of these youth remain active 

leaders at Bahay Tuluyan throughout 

their college education. 

Kim showing off her skill in flower arranging 

for one of her classes

Kimberly, or Kim, is a Bahay 

Tuluyan scholar who is full of 

dreams. Due to finish her college 

degree in accounting next year, her 

goal is to work for the government, 

‘with integrity’.   She hopes to help 

combat corruption from the inside.

Being the first in her family to 

complete secondary and hopefully, 

tertiary education, Kim is keen to 

earn enough to send her cousins to 

school.  She also wants to transform 

her love for arts and craft into a 

business in the future.

In her free time, Kim is passionate 

about making change in her 

community and is actively 

campaigning to protect children’s 

rights.



A key challenge for any group 

working with marginalised children, 

and particularly street children, is 

understanding whether the work 

makes any difference.  There are a 

myriad of ways that activities can be 

counted, but there are challenges in 

knowing whether the flurry of 

activity is leading to sustainable 

change for individual children.   This 

challenge, which Bahay Tuluyan has 

faced for three decades, has 

prompted the organization to start an 

innovative project to measure 

children’s resilience.  

This project is being sponsored by the 

London-based Consortium for Street 

Children and is working to develop a 

context-appropriate tool that can be 

used to measure and monitor 

children’s resilience over time.  

One of Bahay Tuluyan’s trustees, 

Australian-based social worker, 

Alisa Willis, is leading the 

development of this tool which forms 

part of her PhD research into 

resilience amongst the children of 

Bahay Tuluyan.  An advisory group 

of youth and social workers from 

Bahay Tuluyan has helped to ensure 

that the tool is appropriate to capture 

the needs, challenges, hopes and 

dreams of the target group.  

The tool is close to being finalised 

and it is expected that a pilot will 

start within the next 2 months. 

Children in the drop in center 

focused on finishing their activity

A hard day’s work at Bahay Tuluyan 

farm in Quezon

Although the ILSP program has been 

running for over 10 years at Bahay 

Tuluyan, it has never had dedicated 

staffing or resources, severely 

limiting it’s capacity to grow and 

increase its impact.     With the 

support of EMpower, Bahay Tuluyan 

has engaged a full time ILSP 

Coordinator and will be subjecting 

the program to a review process 

before working to improve and 

expand the program.   We look 

forward to sharing the results with 

you.

The ILSP aims to empower youth to 

develop improved independence, 

social responsibility and personal 

development and engages both 

practical and theoretical mechanisms 

for developing these skills. Under the 

ILSP young people (15 – 22 years old) 

set up bank accounts, learn about 

decision-making, develop job skills 

and set personal goals. 
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Elijah conducts storytelling session for children ages 01-04 in BT’s drop-in center



Manila is the most densely populated 

city in the world, with more than 

70,000 people per square kilometre.  

In such a city, space comes a 

premium, particularly space to play.  

Without adequate space to play 

children adopt streets, plazas and 

roads as their playgrounds.  

In Malate, where Bahay Tuluyan’s 

headquarters are, there used to be a 

place called ‘Paraiso ng Batang

Maynila’ – Paradise for Manila’s 

Children. This playground was a 

place where children gathered to 

play, albeit on fairly dilapidated play 

equipment. 

For generations of Malate families, 

Paraiso was the central meeting 

place, one place where children could 

run freely and be in contact with at 

least a few trees and grass.

Over the past several years this 

playground has progressively been 

subsumed by other operations 

including a fenced road safety park 

only open to visiting children on 

field trips, a vehicle impounding area 

and a carpark. No more space to play

The little bit of public space left is 

extremely neglected.  Bahay Tuluyan 

has protested the encroachment of 

this public space and is now working 

with various local groups including 

the church and nearby barangays to 

re-take the playground for Manila’s 

children.  Stay tuned for 

developments. 

Bahay Tuluyan is always looking for enthusiastic volunteers. 

Email us to apply.

We welcome your 

financial or in-kind 

donations. Donate 

online, by check to 

‘Bahay Tuluyan’ or by 

bank deposit:

Bank of the Philippine Islands

Harrison Plaza branch

Account: Bahay Tuluyan

Account no.: 4943049276 (savings)

SWIFT Code: BOPIPHMM

Get involved in raising awareness about issues affecting 

children. Email us  to find out more. 

Analyn having a great time with 

the children during street education

Paraiso ng Batang Maynila, now an impounding lot


