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NEWSLETTER
By Kirsten Griffiths

From December 2008 to 
January 2009, AVI’s final 
Philippines Youth Program 
volunteers, Trish, Alex, Kris-
ten, Kirsty, Margaret, Leonie, 
Agata, Tara and team leader 
Belinda, lived and worked 
with the Bahay Tuluyan chil-
dren and staff at the resi-
dential centres in Victoria, 
San Antonio and Sta Mesa. 
The volunteers enjoyed 
working on a range of pro-
jects with the children. The 
main project involved organ-
ising the Street Children’s 
Festival which aimed to provide infor-
mation and services to over 1600 
street children, including free dental 
and medical check-ups, ID cards, food 
and entertainment. The volunteers 
and BT children and staff worked tire-
lessly for weeks in preparation for the 
festival. Fortunately, all the hard work 
paid off and the day was a huge suc-
cess; it was amazing to see the joy 
that this festival could bring to these 
children. Volunteers at the Victoria 
Centre for girls also built a multi-
purpose sports court and encouraged 
the girls to develop teamwork skills by 
playing basketball and netball. In addi-
tion, the Victoria group, led by Kristen, 

choreographed a dance routine for the 
girls to perform at the festival. The San 
Antonio group implemented a walk to 
school program to encourage the boys 
to attend school each day. All volunteers 
also organised a three day Christmas 
Camp for over 50 children who could not 
go home to their families over the 
Christmas period and the volunteers 
and children spent Christmas Eve at a 
theme park called “Enchanted King-
dom”. The highlight for many volunteers 
was spending time with the 
BT children and hearing 
their courageous stories 
and dreams for the future.

AVI Youth team return from the Philippines 
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In a few weeks we will be welcoming Catherine, Ana, Steve and Mary Ann to Australia for 
another exciting tour.
The tour will cover Melbourne, Geelong , Sydney Hobart, Launceston, Canberra and Perth. 
It will be a very busy time with many different and exciting events. We hope as many peo-
ple as possible will become involved and support the work being done by Bahay Tuluyan.

Corporate involvement
Each year we have wonderful and inspiring support from our schoolchildren 
but this year we are hoping to talk to some businesses or corporations. We 
want to raise awareness of the needs of the children living on the streets 
and invite people to become involved. If you are able to interest any busi-
ness people we would be happy to talk to them or to do a presentation to 
their staff. This could take place over drinks after work or a breakfast or 
lunchtime meeting.

Volunteers needed for conferences...
We need volunteers to help with the workshops at the confer-
ences. We are looking for young people especially those who 
have spent time in the Philippines or have worked in a developing 
country. 
 
The activities on the day are a mix of games, drawing, writing, 
movies and discussion, which are quite easy to learn and come 
with activity guidelines. 
There will be a short session (2 - 3hrs) for everyone that can 
make it to familiarise ourselves with the activities the week before 
the first Melbourne conference (Wednesday evening 15th April in 
Brunswick. If you can't make this session we can make alterna-
tive arrangements .
 
If you have any questions please don't hesitate to get in touch 
with Cam McLennon 0414 466 310.
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Melbourne
Date Location Age group

Monday 20 April Essendon Primary
Wednesday 22 April Doncaster Primary & Secondary
Monday 27 April Geelong Secondary
Wednesday 29 April Niddrie Secondary

There are still some vacancies at Niddrie or Geelong so if you 
know a school who would be interested please invite them.
A Movie Night is being planned so keep checking the website 
to get more details.

Sydney
Date: Wednesday 13 May 2009
Place: Hall at St Patrick’s Cathedral – 
(Cnr Victoria Road & Marist Pl, Parramatta)
Time: 9.30am - 2.30pm

We need volunteers to be facilitators at the conference. 
Please contact Andrea Hadaway at 
hadaway@optusnet.com.au or on 0416 027 043 if you 
can help.

We are also organising a fundraiser for BT (e.g. movie 
night or dinner) - anyone available to assist with ideas 
and preparation please contact Andrea (as above).

Other State Contacts:
Perth: Patricia Kenny on 0408 695 897 or 
patriciakenny@hotmail.com
Canberra: Sarah Pratt on 
saarahpratt@gmail.com

Hobart
In cooperation with the Tasmanian Centre for Global Learning the Hobart 
team are once again hosting our Filipino visitors. They will present a 
conference to school children in Hobart and Launceston. As part of ʻFair 
Trade Fortnightʼ on Saturday 9 May they are organising a fundraising 
and awareness raising event for BT with young people. In addition to this 
a Motherʼs Day lunch will be held on May 3.
To help out or participate in these events please contact Mary Dickens 
on maryal14@bigpond.com

As details for the events are 
finalised we will place them on the 

website (www.bahaytuluyan.org)
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Bahay Tuluyan Philippines Australia
21 Cooper St, Essendon 3040 | 93372124

info@aus.bahaytuluyan.org | www.bahaytuluyan.org/au

This is our major fundraising 
event for the year. Through 
the wonderful efforts of our 
supporters last year and the 
very generous donation from 

Planet Wheeler Foundation, Bahay Tuluyan has 
been able to purchase some land in Manila.
This is a fantastic achievement but we do not 
want to see an empty block of land for long so 
we need to start building.
By making donations to ʻRotary Australia Over-
seas Aid Fundʼ we can provide tax deductibility.

Fundraising Dinner

Donations for Raffle and Auctions

Can you help us with donations for our raffle and items for the Auc-
tion at the Dinner? Any items – big or small - will be appreciated.

If you wish to approach a business or organization for donations 
we can give you more information.

We need to print the raffle tickets ASAP so can you please let us 
know if you can help by April 10th.

If you would like to sell some tickets to your family, friends or work 
mates please let us know. Every ticket sold helps the kids!

For any donations or enquires please contact Clare 
Scerri on clare@aus.bahaytuluyan.org or 93372124

Friday, 22 May 2009

White Rose Receptions (725 High 
Street Thornbury)

7pm, for 7:30pm start

Three course meal (beer, wine & soft 
drinks included)

$50 per person

Tables for 10 can be booked or we can 
organise a table for you

Prizes, raffles and auction items up for 
grabs

Please RSVP by 13 May to Clare Scerri on 
clare@aus.bahaytuluyan.org or 93372124

Planet Wheeler Foundation, an Australian Foun-
dation, has generously offered to match all dona-
tions in this campaign up to a cap of $100,000. 

This will effectively double your donation!
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